
Daniel Francis Pricing Overview 
 

Daniel Francis provides a transparent fee structure and the purpose of this pricing 
overview is to explain the pricing options available to you.  
 
We are able to offer a fixed fee service for Grant of Probate applications based on a 
schedule of assets and liability provided by you for estates where: 
 

• The short inheritance tax form (IHT205) can be used.   

• There is a valid will in your possession or ours 

• There is no inheritance tax to pay 

• There are no challenges or claims made by any third parties 
 
Our work will be limited to taking steps to apply for the Grant based on the schedule 
of assets and liability you provide (we will not check them) and supplying you with 
the original Grant and copies ones obtained from the Probate Registry. 
 
Our fixed fee for this service if £1000 plus VAT at the prevailing rate. The current 
rate of VAT is 20% 
 
Timescale: We expect to send you a draft inheritance tax return and the Executors 
Statement of Truth for you to check within 2 weeks from receiving the completed 
schedule of assets and liabilities from you. Once you have approved and signed the 
inheritance tax form and Statement of Truth and returned them to us, we will 
immediately send us the application to the Probate Registry. It could take up to a 
month for the Probate Registry to issue the Grant of Probate, or even longer 
depending on their workload. 
 
Where clients want us to undertake all the work involved in obtaining the Grant of 
Probate or Letters of Administration including gathering the information to prepare 
the schedule of assets and liability, collecting in assets and distributing the Estate. 
Where possible, we will quote a fixed fee at the onset, which will depend on the level 
of work involved. Where it is not possible to quote a fixed fee, we will provide an 
estimate based on our hourly rates, the level of work you want us to undertake on 
your behalf and the amount of time we expect it to take to complete the work. 
 
You can decide which aspects of the process you would like us to help you with. A 
full service includes: 
 

• Advising you on the terms of the will or the intestacy rules if there is no will 

• Advising you on the role of the Executors or Personal Representatives 

• Ensuring any properties and secure and insured 

• Writing to various institutions to ascertain assets and liabilities 

• Arranging valuation of assets 

• Preparing Schedule of assets and Liabilities 

• Attending to the deceased’s income tax and capital gains tax for the  year 

• Preparing all the relevant inheritance tax forms and the Statement of Truth  

• Arranging payment of any inheritance tax due 

• Corresponding with HMRC and any financial institutions 



• Applying for the Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration 

• Providing you with a sealed copy of the Grant when issued 

• Dealing with the sale of any properties, shares and other assets and dealing 
with closure of any bank accounts 

• Preparing Estate Accounts for the Personal Representatives 

• Distributing the estate to the beneficiaries.  
 
We will charge for the work you want us to carry out on a time spent basis at our 
hourly rates. We deal with estates of all shapes and sizes but usually our fees for 
dealing with the whole estate administration process are between 1% - 5% of the 
gross value of the estate for inheritance tax purposes plus VAT and disbursements. 
 
The person that conducts all probate work in the firm is the firm’s principal, Mary 
Eniolu, a solicitor with many years experience in probate practice. Her current hourly 
rate is £200 plus VAT. 
 
In addition to our fees, there will be disbursements payable. These are payments we 
make on your behalf to third parties. The usual disbursement likely to be paid in 
addition are a probate fee (currenty0 £155 plus a fee of £1.50 per additional copy of 
the Grant of Probate. 
 
If there is no will or the whereabouts of the will is not known or is in the possession of 
a third party, there could be additional costs payable to search for and to retrieve the 
will. 
 
If any additional work or advice is required over and above what has been agreed as 
part of our estimated costs, this could lead to fee increase but we will discuss these 
with you at the relevant time.  
 
Timescale Depending on the size and complexity of the Estate, we expect it to take 
between 2 to 4 months to gather the information required to make the application for 
the Grant of Probate. Once all the information is to hand, we will prepare the 
Schedule of Assets and Liabilities and a draft of the inheritance tax return and the 
Statement of Truth for your approval.  
 
Once you have signed the inheritance tax return and Statement of Truth and sent 
these documents to us, we will submit our application for a Grant to the Probate 
Registry. Depending on whether we need a receipt from HMRC before we can apply 
and on the Probate Registries work load, it could take a further two to eight weeks, 
possibly more, before the Grant of Probate is issued. Depending on the size of the 
Estate, it could take a further three to nine months to finally wind up the Estate. 
 
Should you have any questions about this pricing structure, please contact us. 
 
 


